Report about Society for Animals‘ activities within the humane education field (2002 – 2004)

Society for Animals, P.O.Box 121, 140 21 Praha 4, Czech Republic

Tel/fax: + 42 222 135 224, e-mail: s.pro.zvirata@ecn.cz

From 1997, the organisation Society for Animals is a national contact for international network for humane education InterNICHE (EuroNICHE before). We prepared Czech version of video Alternatives in Education – new approaches for a new millennium, distributed book about alternatives in education from Guinea Pig to Computer Mouse, and helped to organise international ECVAM symposium on alternative methods in Prague, called Alternatives 2001. We published Czech version of lectures from this event.

From spring 2002, thanks to a financial support from abroad, Society for Animals could start to work on project „Alternatives in Undergraduate Education“, and to deal with the issue of animal use in higher education in more details. In the last two years, this project was presented at many national and international conferences, as well the Czech national TV showed interest to present the issue to wider public. It was presented in the morning live broadcasting in the last fall, and also twice in TV show dedicated to animal protection. We also organised two press conferences, at the beginning of the project – in April 02, and in June 03. The evaluating press conference is planned for July/August this year.    

In the fall 2001, European platform for alternatives to animal experiments ECOPA was established in Brusells. The platform serves as communication center for exchange of scientific information, expert opinion, and experinece between associated national platforms established in 14 European countries. 

Also the Czech representatives got involved in this initiative, and formed national platform CZECOPA in 2002. Its activities are focused mostly on promotion and introduction of alternatives in cosmetics and chemicals testing, and alternatives in higher education. Society for Animals was invited to be one of the founding organisations, and to contribute within the education problematics. 

Noticeable change and transition to alternative approaches in the Czech Republic came about approximately in the first half of 1990s. Opening of borders after the revolution in 1989 allowed the exchange of opinions and information from „the West“, where the trend of replacement of animals in experiments became fully common. Also the new legislation – accepting of animal protection law in 1992 (new amendment is in force from the 1st May 2004), and economical situation of individual institutions had, and has considerable influence on this development. In the last three years the number of animals used for education is around 2 per cent, which is around 4000 animals each year. It is necessary to say that not all of those experiments are invasive. At least half of them are observational, non-invasive experiments, on laboratory animals, though. Some of them are carried also on e.g. wild birds, which are being caught but released again. New courses, where animal protection is introduced, including relevant legislation, processes of accrediation and how experiment projects are permitted, have been introduced. The content of courses is being changed, for example at medical colleges, they dropped animal practicals at the most departments, and there, where the animals still are used for education (mostly physiological or patophysiological departments), the numbers of used animals or demonstrations were reduced. The resons were both of ethical, and economical character.      

The aim of the project was to find out a situation of use of animals and alternative methods or approaches in undergraduate education, attitudes of institutions and students, and closer cooperation with ten selected colleges. These colleges got from us educational alternatives, selected by them, for free. These were primarily computer programs and videos. Cooperating colleges are: Faculty of Natural Sciences in Praha, Brno, Olomouc and Ostrava, 2nd Medical Faculty in Prague, Medical Faculty in Hradec Králové and Olomouc, Pharmaceutical Faculty in Hradec Králové, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine in Brno and also Pedagogical Faculty in Brno, where no experiments on vertebrates are done, but they use alternatives for education of future biology teachers (and educate new, humanely thinking generations in the same time...).    

Approaches to introduction and use of new alternative methods are different, according to opinion of teachers or department‘s administration. Also the discipline influences the concept of courses, where it is even necessary the students work with animals. But it is not necessary that the work with them is invasive, or that such experiments do all students, or healthy animals are killed for the purpose of education. For example, Faculty of Natural Sciences in Prague introduced optional course, called „Work with laboratory animals“ (for which the alternatives we purchased were for), where the students familiarise with legislation, 3Rs concept, they work with alternatives, and also experience a work in breeding device, where they learn how to handle and treat animals. No invasive experiments are done within this course. These are in specialised course „Surgery techniques,“ which is for postgraduates who decided to engage in experimental research. Lately we also carry out surveys of students‘ opinions through questionnaires. Our partners (teachers) from colleges are distributing questionnaires with five or six questions, e.g. if they think invasive experiments are necessary for their discipline, if the alternatives they worked with were effective and so on. 

So far, we have results from five colleges (two medical, three natural sciences colleges). Students of natural sciences mostly think the invasive experiments are essential for them, so they can „touch“ the animal properly, and can see all functions and reactions. Medical students on the other hand thinks it is unnecessary, they think the alternatives are effective (but they would appreciate them in Czech), and ask for more practicals with real humans. (I think that these views can be influenced also by teachers.) During June, we will receive questionnaires from the rest of the colleges.

Also the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine welcomes all alternatives, video and computer programs in particular. They built digital educational workplace. Within the education, they combine video projection, and work with computers with discussions, experiments with tissue and organs from slaughterhouse, clinical practice and also practicals with rat, where they learn how to handle, measure temperature, and also take blood from the anaesthesised animal.    

The end of the project is planned for the end of June or July this year, and will be conluded by evaluation report in two languages – Czech and English, which will be at disposal to all people interested. More detailed information, intended mainly for students, will be on special website.

From February last year, we have distributed second edition of book from Guinea Pig to Computer Mouse, where around 500 alternatives are described in details, and much more information on the topic is available. Every life science college got this book from us for free, and several other institutions or libraries ordered it. 

Also from March this year, we have distributed around 50 freeware educational CDs (total number is of both kinds) supported by InterNICHE Humane Education Award: CAL Pharmacology Compilation (Dr. R. Raveendran) and Physiology Simulators (Dr. G. Cotor). These were in great demand. 

List of purchased alternatives within the project ”Alternatives to Animal Experiments in Education” (2002-2004):

- Faculty of Natural Sciences, Charles’ University, Prague:

Humane Handling and Laboratory Techniques for the Rat (video, UC Davis, USA)



Stimulus Response (video, Czech version, Společnost pro zvířata)



The Rat: a Functional Anatomy (CD-Rom, Media Development Centre, UK)

- 2nd Medical Faculty, Charles’ University, Prague:



The Rat: a Functional Anatomy (CD-Rom, Media Development Centre, UK)



Catherisation Techniques – Venous and Arterial (video, UC Davis, USA)



Control of Ventilation (video, UC Davis, USA)



Muscle Contractility (video, UC Davis, USA)

- Faculty of Natural Sciences, Palacký‘s University, Olomouc:



SimBioSys Physiology Labs (CD-Rom, Critical Concepts, USA)



The Frog (CD-Rom, Media Development Centre, UK)



The Pigeon (CD-Rom, Media Development Centre, UK)



Laboratory Investigations in Human Physiology (copy of book)



Stimulus Response (video, Czech version, Společnost pro zvířata)

- Pedagogical Faculty, Masaryk’s University, Brno:

PhysioEx – Main Version (CD-Rom, Benjamin Cummnigs, Pearson Education, Edinburgh, UK)

The Digital Frog 2 (CD-Rom, Digital Frog International, Canada)

Invertebrate Zoology: Multimedia Lab Assistant (CD-Rom, Tangent Scientific, USA)

- Pharmaceutical Faculty, Charles’ University, Hradec Králové:



The Rat: a Functional Anatomy (CD-Rom, Media Development Centre, UK)



The Heart in Depth (CD-Rom, Neotek, USA)

- Faculty of Natural Sciences, Masaryk’s University, Brno:



Frog Heart (CD-Rom, Sheffield BioScience Programs, UK)
 

Muscle Physiology (CD-Rom, Sheffield BioScience Programs, UK)

- Faculty of Natural Sciences, Ostrava University, Ostrava:

Invertebrate Zoology: Multimedia Lab Assistant (CD-Rom, Tangent Scientific, USA)

Veterinary Systematic Pathology (CD-Rom, UC Davis, USA)

The Rat: a Functional Anatomy (CD-Rom, Media Development Centre, UK)

- Medical Faculty, Palacký’s University, Olomouc:



Skin and Suture Pattern Simulator (Ohio State Veterinary College, USA)



Stomach Simulator (Ohio State Veterinary College, USA)



Suture Training Arm Simulator (Rescue Critters, USA)




Suture and Suturing (video, UC Davis, USA)



Fundamentals of Blood Gas Analysis (video, UC Davis, USA)

- Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Veterinary and Pharmaceutical University, Brno:



The Rat: a Functional Anatomy (CD-Rom, Media Development Centre, UK)



Veterinary Physiology CD-ROM (CD-Rom, Saint Stephen University, HU)



Advances in Medical Education (video, PCRM, USA)



Fundamentals of Blood Gas Analysis (video, UC Davis, USA)

- Medical Faculty, Charles’ University, Hradec Králové:

Intestinal Absorption (CD-Rom, Sheffield BioScience Programs, UK)  

Langendorff Heart (CD-Rom, Sheffield BioScience Programs, UK)


In Prague, 15th July 2004

Markéta Pecková

Společnost pro zvířata/Society for Animals

More information about international network for humane education InterNICHE at: www.interniche.org
